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Sequoia Circle  
$10,000 +

Derek and Rachel Benham 
The Mervyn L. Brenner Foundation
Galen and Leah Hoskin  n
Richard and Wendy Malaspina
Redwood Day School Parents’  
	 and Guardians’ Association 
Michael and Deborah Sosebee  n
Dan and Katharine Whalen  n H

Redwood Circle
$5,000 - $9,999

Billie Joe and Adrienne Armstrong 
Kevin and Abigail Brown n
Ces and Teresa Butner  n
Gregory Call and Carolyn Sherwood Call  n
Edward Joseph Daly Foundation 
Joe Di Prisco and Patti James  n
John and Debbie Edack 
Francis and Noriko Enderle  n
Carol Feinstein and John Hillsman 
Charles D. & Frances K. Field Fund 
Jane and Jeffrey Green n
Warren and Adrienne Hogg  n
Michael Kass and Kate Hartley  n
Robert Menicucci and Tracey Borst  n
Gilbert and Dagmar Serota 
Patrick and Mary Walter

Leadership Circle  
$2,500 - $4,999

Christopher Alonzi and Susan Weiss 
Richard Ames and Amy Briggs
Paul Ash and Silvia Fernandez 
Larry and Tracy Bosche 
Marcilie Smith Boyle and Colin Boyle 
Gary Bresee and Erin Newman
William Brusher and Susan Vinella-Brusher 
Anne Cook and Chris Wornum 
Diane Dunwoodie and Janice Azebu
Ike and Yvy Eze n
Penny and Sean Fottrell
Mark and Annie Goldsmith 
Gordon and Nina Greenwood 
Diana Hastings 
Marty and Ellen Jaffe  n
Lisa Kissinger Kaplan and David Kaplan 
Katy and Peter Keim n	
Bob Krause and Janice Lin
Ralph Long, Jr. and Elizabeth Long 
Kay Martin and Ken Hillier
Mike and Megan Riera  H

Rachel and Matt Scholl 
Christian Stuetz and Kathryn Wheadon 
Steven Tindall and Jocelin Saks 
Karen and Sean Van der Linden
Ann and Robert Vawter  
Garner Weng and Rhonda Woo 
Jeff and Jean Wieler  H

Partnership Circle
$1,500 - $2,499

Anonymous (1)
James Anderson and Carol Grimm 
Cheryl Applewood and Annette Tumolo 
Michael Barbee and Lisa Morbidelli 
David Cost and Kate Stechschulte
Richard Croghan and Ellen Snook 
Charlie and Maria Cypher  
Peter and Siggi Duesberg  
Ranjit and Sita Ghate
Richard Jacobus and Heather Hood
Jamie and Jeremy Kidson
Albert and Jamie Lin 
Taku and Laura Miyashita
Robert and Karen Parenteau
Dawn and Jay Pieper
Eli Rotenberg and Susanna Gordon 
Karen and Phred Starkweather
Jon Stenson and Barbara Causby 
Scott Strait and Diane Del Signore 
Peter and Galia Szurley
Bruce Tran and Margaret Gee  n
Stacy and Marc Ward

Community Circle
$1 - $1,499

Anonymous (11)
Anonymous (1) 
Anonymous (1) H
Anonymous (1) in honor of Isabel Plimpton
Laura Abrams and George Wolffsohn 
Leah Aguilera  n H

Kelly Alexander H

Gina Ali H
Jennifer Ammenti H
Artsonia
Atomic Garden
Jonathan Austin and Mary Mazzocco
Jolie Bales
Bryan Barnett and Nancy Frankl
Margery Baur ◆
Jon and Ina Bendich 
Cassandra Benjamin 
Suzy and Paul Billing
Yolanda and Kenneth Booker 
Tim Boucher and Alison Baur
Chuck and Susan Bowes  
Barbara Bowman and Jeffrey Feldman  H

Denise and Jaami Breland  H

Ayanna Brown 
Adam and Lizette Byer 
Alexander Byron and Nikki Maguire
Tom Carson and Susan Collins
Alan and Kristie Chamorro 
Sarah Chance
Derek and Stacie Clark H

Daniel and Erika Clowes 
Angus Cochran and Ann Eisenberg 
Dennis and Mary Collins ◆
David and Mary Cost ◆
Jeanne Coyne Song  H

Custom Exteriors Inc.
Richard Dahl H
Stuart and Laurel Davis
Patrick and Terri Dawkins
Debbie and Braun Degenshein
Matthew Derby and Gwendoline Caviness 
George DeVecchi
Mario and Jen Di Prisco
Helen and Lowell Dittmer  H

Hugh Ditzler and Brooke Anderson
Thomas Downs and Janelle Spear
Charles Drum and Kristen Neugebauer
Kim and Malcolm Duff 
Dan Duman and Helena Weiss-Duman 

Sarah Durantini H
Jennifer and Todd Edmister
Darrell Edwards and Millicent Cox-Edwards 
Robert and Kimberly Egan n
Dan Eilbeck and Valerie Wong
Zachary and Aleka Eisentraut
Milliage Ellis and Katherine Ingram
Eric Esler and Isabelle Salgado
Paul and Mika Fairchild
Vincent Faso H

Shannon and Jeff Faucette
Maria and Benjamin Fay
Kurtis Fechtmeyer and Alison Townley
Alicia and Robert Fenrick
Julie and Peter Ferioli
Jordanna and John Ferreira
Karen Frank 
Beth Frankland and Adrian Contonente  H

Emily Freedman H

Jodi Freedman H

Teresa Friend 
Darlene Fujii  n
Lisa Furrow H

Francis Gallati and Elizabeth Doh 
Nancy and Tom Garvey
Kevin and Michele Gavin 
Ginny Gillespie
Sandra and Sandy Gray H

Vicky and Gerald Green  H

David Gunderman and  
	 Andrew Raskopf Gunderman 
Tanna Hall H
Mark and Susan Halman 
Lawrence and Deborah Hamilton 
Kevin and Lisa Haugh
Damian Hazen and Sheila Dickinson
Ryan Helton H

Michael Hengl and Betty Kanegai
Hallie Hester H

Kevin Hillesland and Jennifer Cohen 
Kristine Grisham Holliman 
Twylla and Michael Holloway
Pam Horenstein and Shari Unitan 
Lisa Horner H

George Horton 
Heather Hougey H

Loryn and Rick Hudson H

David Huynh and Amelia Perez
Michael Ingegno and Lori Wheeley 

Janie Jensen ◆
Barbara and Daniel Jerabek  H

James Jirn and Jenny Kim 
Alan Johnson and Dana Wiltsek 
Diane and Rob Johnson  H

Christopher Johnson and Jan Clitherow  H

Michael Johnson and Andrea Bohn
Dan Johnston and Rebecca Denison  H

Karen and Gavin Keith
Erica Kisch and Dan Gallagher 
Kim Kita and Ronald Mah H

John and Christina Kohler H

Carrie and Jason Klein H

Veronika and Dean Kollewe  
Sherri La Beaux 
Erika Lagrisola H

Phillip and Andrea LaMar  
Thelma Lancaster and Sydney Kennedy  H

Jeff and Angela Lang 
Katrina and Michael Lappin  H

Leslie Laskey
Bruce and Karina Lawrence 
Chris Lehman and Lisa Greenberg 
Sarah Lehman H

Monica and James Lent 
Cory Levenberg and Valerie Lieu
Matthew Levett and Ioana Petrou 
Yiyun and Dapeng Li 
David Liebreich and Shari Benson 
Yan Liu and Jun Zhang
Tracy and Todd Lloyd
Pica Lockwood  H

Marianne and Michael Lonsdale  
Tontra Love and Michael Furness  H

Adele Madelo  n H

Charles Margulis and Helen Matthews 
Robert Marinai and Mary Stallard 
Ray Marshall and Lorraine Nield 
Pam Maycroft 
Nicholas and Sonda Mayer
Laura and Warren Mazer
Debbie and Michael McConathy
Patrick McDonnell and Lorelle Carlley
Leah McGowen-Hare and Shane Hare 
Donald McQuade
Terry McQueen 
Melanie Thompson Mette and Peter Mette
Dennis Meurer and Maureen Caldwell-Meurer
Philip Meymand and Alice Cannan

Toby Mickelson and Donald Brody  H

Marci and Roger Miller
Tanya and Josh Miller
Nora and David Mitchell 
Tom and Debbie Mitchell 
Edward Mitoma and Jessie Nakamura
June Miyamoto and Su Quek
Oding Muata H

Betsy and John Murray
Seth Murray and Lindsey Collins
David and Mary Nakanishi 
Cindy Nelson  H

Matthew Nelson and Leslie Rossman Nelson
Derrick and Jill Nesbitt 
David and Dana Neumann 
Doris Ng and Hong-Sze Yu
Rhonda and Habib Ngom
Thomas Niesar and Ndeshi Shiyandja
Ken O’Brien and Marylou Karp 
Rick O’Herron 
Bill O’Reilly and Ruth Simon
Jesse Osborne and Marsha Solomon
Mark Ouimet and Kymberly Miller
Liz and Bill Owens
Varsha and John Panagos
Eileen Parker and Dan Richards
Bill Pate and Glenda Scarbrough  
	 in honor of Alexandra Pate
Michael Pearce and Valerie Marchant 
Carolyn and John Phillips 
Michael Pierce and Wendi Gosliner 
Anthony Placzek  ◆

Harrison Pollak and Natalie Friedman 
Andrew Porat and Patricia Remch
Mansour and Nastaran Pourcyrous
Gregory and Susan Raifman 
Monica Rees  H

Jim and Linda Rendle  H

Glenn and Evelyn Reynolds 
Susan Riggs and Carl Pennypacker  H

Tony and Amy Rimac 
Victoria and Howard Robinson 
Jessica Ross

Andrea and Anthony Roth H
Zoe Rothman
Babita and Partha Saha
Lindsay Sandzik H

John Sanborn and Sarah Cahill
Save Mart Supermarkets
Mary Ann and Ed Scheuer  H

Pat Scott n
Warren and Mary Lynn Sepkowitz H

Taj Simmons and Iman Nazeeri-Simmons  H

Alex Siow and Ute Vogrinec
Narda and Andy Skov H

Rhonda Smith and John Banister H

Nicole Solís H
Meredith and David Spencer H

Shonette Steiger 
Reven and Benjamin Suess 
Haroon Tahir  H

Target Take Charge of Education 
Daniel Tauber and Brenda Kienan 
Leslie Tchaikovsky
Jean Thompson and Briana Connell 
James Thorington, II and Frances Thorington  ◆

Madeleine and Andrew Tilin 
Marcia Townley ◆
Jase Turner H

Marlo and De’Juan Turner
Frederick Umminger and Tonya Lang
Jonas and Penny Varela
Ora Watson  
Julie and Mark Wayman 
Stephan Weeks and Susan Abplanalp-Weeks
Robert Weiss and Amy Nathan 
Eric Wells and Evelyn Willis-Wells
Sarah and Scott Wessel
Tracy and Jason Whiteman  
Andrea Wilcox 
Steve and Annette Williams 
Barbara and Mike Wilson
Raymond and Keisha Wilson H

Michelle Wilson in honor of Vicky Green 
May and Raymond Wong
Kathy and Norman Yoshida 

Every effort has been made to honor all 2009–10 donors in this listing. In the case of any inadvertent 
error or omission, please accept our sincerest apologies. We ask that any oversights be brought to the 
attention of Sarah Lehman, our Director of Advancement, at slehman@rdschool.org.

	 	 Giving to RDS in four or more consecutive fiscal years

	n	 2009–10 Board of Trustees

	H	 Current or former RDS faculty/staff

	◆	 Grandparent(s) of current or former RDS students
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honoring

Redwood Day School
Engaged. Prepared. Inspired.

 



SOMETIMES AN ENTIRE SCHOOL YEAR can be captured  
in a single event—a moment or gathering that 
captures the essence of Redwood Day School. 
This year, our final All School Assembly in June 
was that moment for me. At this annual Goodbye 
Assembly, the focus was on our eighth-graders 
and their impending graduation. In a tradition 
begun three years ago, each told a brief story 
about a time in their RDS career when they felt 
engaged, prepared, or inspired. 

One student described how a teacher had taught him to understand his own 
learning style and the huge difference it made in his life. Another thanked a visually 
impaired third-grade teacher who had showed her how to bring emotion into a 
poem by forcing her to think beyond the visual. Several talked about the book they 
had written together as a class in second grade. Still another described the courage  
it had taken her three years to build up in order to participate in the musical in her 
last trimester at RDS. Many directed their attention to outdoor education trips,  
the risks they took there, and how the support of classmates helped them to push 
through personal comfort zones. It was a memorable assembly for all.

Exercises like the Goodbye Assembly do more than give students opportunities  
to say goodbye in a healthy way. As a quintessential RDS moment, the ritual 
required reflection, synthesis of intellectual learning with emotional growth, 
encouraged honoring, and fostered optimism. It also set the stage for the next step 
in their education and the beginnings of new relationships, with each other and 
with friends and teachers whom they have yet to meet—even with Redwood Day 
School itself as they transition from students to alumni. 

In this spirit of transition and tradition, I want to honor and say goodbye to the 
guy on the opposite page—Dr. Joseph Di Prisco—who leaves us  after sitting on 
our Board of Trustees for nine years and serving as Board Chair for the past seven. 
Joe has contributed countless hours to helping RDS to reach its goals and in staking 
out our vision of the future. Thank you, Joe. 

And to all of you who have given so generously to Redwood Day School—thank you!

Mike Riera 
Head of School

AS WE ALL KNOW, THE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY was rocked in recent times. Such 
instability in the credit markets dramatically affected non-profits, including 
independent schools. Decisions were often difficult, sacrifices were made. Here at 
Redwood Day School, we were not exempt. As you will see in this Annual Report, 
however, we stood our ground. In fact, we marched forward. As a result, our 
financial posture has never been surer. Tested as we were, we became even more 
imaginative, prudent, visionary, and courageous. The numbers are remarkable. 
Giving was robust. This year’s Parent Surveys show that school community 
confidence has never been higher. More important, our educational program has 
grown and deepened, as our School leadership performed with grace and integrity. 

In this regard, we are extremely fortunate to be led by our Head of School,  
Dr. Mike Riera, whose national reputation as an exemplary educator shines more 
brightly each passing year. In the management of finances, he was magisterially 
assisted by our Chief Financial Officer, Jeff Wieler, who has always captained the 
financial ship of the School with great distinction in rough waters and smooth,  
and this last year may have been his finest work.

Although I am obviously much too young to deserve this, I humbly accept the title 
of Chair Emeritus that the Board bestowed upon me—maybe it was my colleagues’ 
way of thanking me for the long meetings. As a consequence, my brain has now 
been rewired. I will be forever engaged, prepared, and inspired. The new Chair is 
Daniel Whalen, who has been in the international vanguard promoting education 
and the health and welfare of children. We will  
be the beneficiary of Dan’s vast wisdom and 
experience. Alongside his stellar First Vice Chair, 
Deborah Sosebee,  he will preside over a generous, 
wise, and committed volunteer Board of Trustees 
that should be the envy of every school. Without 
a doubt, RDS will face every stern challenge and 
live up to every golden opportunity. Thanks to all 
of you in our extraordinary school community, 
Redwood Day School promises to be Redwood 
Day School for many, many generations to come. 

Joseph Di Prisco 
Board Chair Emeritus 
Chair, Board of Trustees 2003–2010

T R A N S I T I O N  A N D  T R A D I T I O N

honoring
Redwood Day School gratefully honors 

our many friends who made a difference 

in students’ lives through their generosity 

once again this year.
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This honor roll includes all contributions received by 
Redwood Day School between July 1, 2009 and June 30, 
2010, whether gifts-in-kind or gifts of financial support.

forever engaged,  
prepared, and inspired

reflection, synthesis, 
growth, and honoring

Revenue* 2008–09	

Tuition & Fees	 $7,050	 =	 90%
Fundraising	 $392	 =	 5%
After-School Programs	 $313	 =	 4%
Other Income	 $78	 =	 1%

Expense* 2008–09	

Academic & Auxiliary	 $3,548	 =	 48%
Financial Aid	 $961	 =	 13%
General & Admins	 $1,552	 =	 21%
Facilities	 $1,035	 =	 14%
Interest	 $74	 =	 1%
High School	 $221	 =	 3%

Revenue* 2009–10	

Tuition & Fees	 $7,057	 =	 87%
Fundraising	 $679	 =	 8%
After-School Programs	 $308	 =	 4%
Other Income	 $75	 =	 1%

Expense* 2009–10	

Academic & Auxiliary	 $3,697	 =	 52%
Financial Aid	 $1,008	 =	 14%
General & Admins	 $1,451	 =	 20%
Facilities	 $1,035	 =	 13%
Interest	 $904	 =	 1%

operating income and expenses

Financial comparisons: fiscal years 2008–09 & 2009–10  
Fiscal year runs July 1 – June 30       

*$,000 omitted
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